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i. British view concerning Soviex tactics at CFM-~-US Embassy /P~ 2 I
TTascow transmits the view of the Britlsh Charge that although ‘ |
the possibility of 2 major shifi in Soviet tactics at the forth-
coming meeting of the Council of Foreign ¥iinisters cannot be !
exeluded, the Krerlin is not likely to risk iis grip on eastern
Germany in exchange for a weaker position in all Germary.
The British Charge estimates that at the CFM meeting the
USSR will present vague and unacceptable proposals which can
be exploited by Soviet propaganda, thereby seeking to delay

) the integration of wesiern Germany into the political and eco-

f aomic system of the West and to weaken the resolution of the

western peopies to carry out the North Atlantic Treaty. US

mmbassy Moscow reiteraies iis view, however, that a major

Soviet taciical shift may develop at the CFM meeting and

declares that in any evert the western delegations must ke

prepared jor sach an aventuality.
{C1A Comment: CIA agrees with the estimate of US

Embassy Moscow concerning the possibility of a Soviet tacti-

cal shift.)
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2. Reaction of Soviet public to lifting of blockade~--US Embassy

WiosCOW ohServes that the reaction of the Soviet public to the
lifting of the Berlin blockade is decidedly restrained and not 2 5

. 2

at all comparable to the popular reaction to the Smith-2dolotov
exchange of a year ago or e Staiin-Kingsbury Smith corre- F? ‘
spondence of last February. ‘The Embassy believes that this | ,
reaciion i3 chiefly caused oy: (a) the paucity of information |
available to the Soviet public on the Berlin blockade and a !
consequent ignorance of (he seriousness of the situation: and *

(b) the lack of attention given the recent agreement by Soviet dj
propaganda, combined with a continuation of anti-US propaganc

and the recent jamming of US ana Brivish broadecasts.
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3. KOREA: Approval of US troop withdrawal expecied--US
Axabassador Mueccio at Seoul indicates, in reply to 2 Depari-
meni of State query regarding a re -appmisal of IS policy un
the withdrawal of occuption troops from the Korean Republic
that his recent requests for military equipment do not imply
any need for a fundamental revision in policy. Muccio be-
lieves that althcugh recent border incidents and iroor defer-
tions, as weil as Communist successes in China. have made
the Rhee Government increasingly apprehensive, Rhiee’s
approval of the scheduled 3¢ June withdrawal ean be faciliteted
by iavorable US action on the modest request for a few coast
guard vessels aad several ghservation and transnort planes.
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